
35 SATELLITE & CABLE TV MAY 2023

INDUSTRY TAKE

TRAI CHAIRMAN,
PD VAGHELA ON
TRAI’S ROLE IN

FUTURE
TRAI chairman is all for transparency and wants

TRAI to be an enabler.
TRAI is getting its act together and wants to facilitate

as an enabler rather than a disruptor. Recently the TRAI
chairman spelt out some of his thoughts on TRAI.

“The way technology is changing and the way new
players are coming, we must ensure a level playing field for
all. We should not impose regulations or restrictions on the
new players; less regulation is the best
regulation," affirmed PD Vaghela.

On OTT, Vaghela feels that  OTT has
no licensing fee and the same is the case
with telecom. Under TRAI act, there is a
mandate to regulate only those service
providers to whom the government is giving
license.

Vaghela feels broadcasting to be
slightly difficult to regulate and the reasons
as  the stakeholders who are involved have
very diverse interests and many times they
are diametrically opposite to each other.

He cited an example of TRAI' New
Tariff Order 3.0. There was a huge controversy and debates
over that. Vaghela believes that TRAI has no business
controlling the tariff.

He further added, "When we went for consultation,
broadcasters, and to some extent DTH operators, wanted
complete freedom and forbearance but when it comes to
LCOs, and to some extent MSOs, they wanted regulation
from TRAI. LCOs say that TRAI should completely regulate
the pricing of the industry. For us it becomes very difficult
to balance the interests of the stakeholders."

Vaghela is happy if the industry sits together and
gives TRAI a roadmap on how everyone can go about with
the problems. He feels that LCOs have problems and they
have to be protected. There are a large number of LCOs
whose subscription base is going down, their revenue is
going down and this is a transition thing. This is a transition
stage where all stakeholders have to take care of them. That
is one concern TRAI has. 

PD VAGHELA
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T/a[- Apnao kaya- kao eksaaqa kr rha hO AaOr baaiQat krnao ko
bajaaya ek samaqa-k ko $p maoM sauivaQaa p`dana kr rha hO.hala hI maoM T/a[-
ko AQyaxa nao T/a[- pr Apnao kuC ivacaar rKo.

‘ijasa trh sao tknaIk badla rhI hO AaOr ijasa trh sao nayao
iKlaaD,I Aa rho hOM̧  hmaoM saBaI ko ilae ek samaana Kola maOdana sauinaiScat

krnaa caaihe.hmaoM nayao iKlaaiD,yaaoM pr inayama yaa
p`itbaMQa nahIM lagaanao caaihe¸ kma ivainayamana sabasao
AcCa ivainayamana hO.’ EaI pIDI vaaGaolaa nao puiYT kI.
AaoTITI pr vaaGaolaa kao lagata hO ik AaoTITI ka
kao[- laa[saoMsa Saulk nahIM hO AaOr dUrsaMcaar ko maamalao maoM
BaI eosaa hI hO.T/a[- AiQainayama ko tht kovala ]nhIM
saovaa p`dataAaoM kao ivainayaimat krnao ka SaasanaadoSa hO
ijanhoM sarkar laa[saoMsa do rhI hO.
EaI vaaGaolaa kao lagata hO ik p`saarNa kao ivainayaimat
krnaa qaaoD,a mauiSkla hO AaOr [samaoM Saaimala ihtQaarkaoM
ko iht bahut ivaivaQa haoto hOM AaOr k[- baar vao ek
dUsaro sao ibalkula ivaprIt hOM.

]nhaoMnao T/a[- ko nayao TOirf AadoSa 3º0 ka havaalaa idyaa.[sa
pr BaarI ivavaad AaOr bahsa hu[- qaI.vaaGaolaa ka maananaa hO ik T/a[- ka
TOirf kao inayaMi~t krnao ka kao[- kama nahIM hO.’ ]nhaoMnao Aagao kha ik
‘jaba hma pramaSa- ko ilae p`saarkaoM AaOr kuC hd tk DITIeca Aa^proTr¸
pUNa- svatM~ta AaOr sahnaSaIlata caahto qao̧  laoikna jaba elasaIAao AaOr kuC
hd tk emaesaAao kI baat AatI hO tao vao T/a[- sao ivainayamana caahto
qao.elasaIAao ka khnaa hO ik T/a[- kao pUrI trh sao caaihe ]Vaoga ko
maUlya inaQaa-rNa kao ivainayaimat kro.hmaaro ilae ihtQaarkaoM ko ihtaoM kao
saMtuilat krnaa bahut kizna hao jaata hO.’

EaI vaaGaolaa KuSa hOM yaid ]Vaoga eksaaqa baOzta hO AaOr T/a[- kao
ek raoDmaOp dota hO ik hma samasyaaAaoM ko baaro maoM kOsao jaa sakto hOM.]nhoM
lagata hO ik elasaIAao kao id@kto hOM AaOr ]nakI saurxaa krnaI haogaI.baD,I
saM#yaa maoM eosao elasaIAao hOM ijanaka sabsaËIPSana baosa naIcao jaa rha hO̧
]naka rajasva kma hao rha hO AaOr yah badlaava kI baat hO.yah ek
saMËmaNa ka carNa hO jahaM hmaoM ]nakI doKBaala krnaI hO.T/a[- kI yahI
ek icaMta hO. 


